Question 1:

Do you believe that degrees in your department/school will qualify under the law for an exemption to the 120-hour requirement?  If your answer is yes, please explain why you believe that your degrees are exempted.

Yes.  The School of Journalism and Mass Communication (SJMC) believes its 33-hour major is exempt from the 120-hour requirement.

Rationale:  

a)  The program was nationally accredited in 2003.  The Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (ACEJMC) determined that our 33-hour major met its rigorous standards.  The SJMC does not want to jeopardize efforts to earn reaccredidation.  The ACEJMC now accredits programs that require majors of up to 39 hours.   We do not want to be seen as moving in the opposite direction by reducing our major requirements.  We need at least a 33-hour program to meet ACEJMC standards.

b) Although no single professional organization sets standards for mass communication, the SJMC believes the 33-hour program offered at Texas State should not be reduced because such a reduction would be disadvantageous to our students.  To be competitive for entry-level jobs in the fields of advertising, broadcasting, print and public relations, our students need exposure to a wide array of courses and experiences within the major.  Reducing the major from 33 hours would be extremely detrimental.

Question 2:

If we assume for the moment that your department’s/school’s degree will not qualify for an exemption, how would you prefer to reduce the hours?  Would you prefer to make all reductions in the major or none in the core curriculum?  Would you prefer to reduce hours in both the major and in the core?

The School of Journalism and Mass Communication curriculum committee unanimously supports reducing the university core curriculum from 46 hours to 42.  Also, the SJMC curriculum committee believes the remaining four hours that would be required to reduce the overall degree program from 128 hours to 120 hours would be met by no longer requiring an 18-hour minor.  The school would instead require only a concentration in other fields of 12-15 hours.
